Criconema palmatum n. sp. was found in soil around strawberry roots at Combe Martin, Devon, England. It is remarkable in having scale-like, palmate outgrowths of the body annules bearing three to six spines. There are eight such outgrowths on each annule near mid-body and they alternate more or less regularly in position on succeeding annules. The species has 50-57 annules, excretory pore on the seventeenth to nineteenth annule from the front end, vulva on seventh annule from the tail end, and spear 78-84 µ long.
A few females of a species of Criconema collected from soil around strawberry roots at two sites near Combe Martin, Devon, England, were sent by Mr. H. G.
Morgan of the National Agricultural Advisory Service, South-west Region. The nematodes were fixed in TAF, cleared in lactophenol, transferred to glycerine by a modification of Baker's method (Goodey, 1957) , and mounted in the same medium. They belonged to an undescribed species and, because of the strikingly hand-like appearance of the outgrowths of the body annules when seen in surface view, the species is named Criconema palmatum n. sp. CRICONEMA PALMATUM N. SP. (Fig. 1, A-I Female (Holotype). Length = 0.42 mm; a = 9.6; b = 3.6; c = 38; V = 4292. Body thick, fusiform, almost straight, with 50 annules covered with thick cuticle. Annules retrorse (except for the first two which form the head) slightly telescopic, giving the animal considerable freedom to expand and contract.
The head consists of two modified annules; the anterior one 22.5 fL in diameter, saucer-shaped with forwardly directed margin, enclosing the elevated lip region (Fig. 1, B) ; the posterior one with rounded margin, 21 tt in diameter. The outer *) On study leave from Zoology Dept., Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh (U.P.), India. 
